REVOLUTION  OR RESTORATION                           177
for the many charges of corruption and the countless com-
pletely unscrupulous accusations brought against honourable
men: the purpose was to render their posts vacant so as to fill
them with National Socialists. So the party extended and
entrenched its power. Plain advice was given from above
throughout the party, down to the lowest ranks, to seize every
post that could in any way be got hold of; this was a matter
of life and death to the party. While the reactionaries still
imagined that they had the means of retaining power because
they held the key positions in their hands, many important
functions of the executive were being taken over by the
National Socialists. While the Reichswehr was organizing
the nucleus units of the great new army and providing the
nation with the instrument of power, the National Socialist
party built up its own power and took possession of the
machinery of the State.
That is the explanation of the capitulation of the army, so
far as home politics were concerned. But there was also a
reason connected with foreign policy. It must not be forgotten
that, throughout the years of rearmament, the grave risk of
foreign intervention, if Germany showed the slightest sign of
internal weakness, weighed on all concerned. There can be no
doubt that had a distinction been drawn abroad between the
points at which the justified determination in Germany to
right the wrongs suffered was revealed, and those at which
revolutionary purposes were at work, there would have been
a totally different development in Germany.
For all that, I know many of the details, some from my own
experience, of the serious effort made by the army leaders,
and those in close political touch with them, throughout 1934,
and even later, to change the course by radical means, to
dissolve the party, to set up a temporary military dictatorship,
and under its protection to replace by a true State the
machinery of forcible rule set up by the party, to introduce